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an Mink was in his
mid-30s, and chief

an Idaho’s

deputy prosecutor
Twin Falls
County, when he S
really never wanied to be a
ryer sohen . grewup
No, what M

1o travel the nation wi
Wild West show, featuring
icks, knife throwi
precision stunts with a bull
whip, and a comedy act with

cases against murdcrers,
life anew as the Rhineston
Roper: He'l be doing his show,
minus the horses, a week from
tonight in Layton, as opening
uct for the Gangrene Tiim
Festival.

“T've been doing fairs and
theaters for a long time, but
this is my first Alm festival,”
said Mink, 51, in a cell phone
interview through Montans, on
the way from the Iowa State
Fair t0 his nest gig, Festival
arganizer “Craig (Nybo) did
&0 much hnlg;,m;, on his
audiences, xeited
about the [u.n\/a] since he
called. s audience is
there to have a goad time, and
it just doesnt get any better
than that for my kind of shov:,
'm really looking forward to

A showman's story

Mink likes to think
cowboy blood runs thraugh
his veins. His father was a
projeet engineer for the Idato
ighway Department, but
grew up on a cattle ranch, as
did Mink's grandfathers.
“1like to think it skipped a

generution,” the Rhinestone
Roy  of his cowboy
leanings

Mink grew up an m.lmp
enthusiast. In college,
majored in communications,
act

cie, he
law degree.
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whirling guns, repes, knives
and hatchets, (Hey, no lability
issues there.)

The Gangrene vibe

Gangrene is really about
the independent films, of
course. It's not the highbrow,
artsy stuff you might see at
Sundance. Gangrene is in it for
the laughs.

“If you've ever watched
Gangrene films, you can
definitely see 3 common
thread,” said Nybo, 39, of
Taysville. “T's based on
obscurity and the unexpected.
That's kind of where we go with
our comedy, There are olher
peaple out there who do it
It's almost like q signal. When
we see a film by someane in
Gertnany or wherever who gets
the sigmal, thase guys are our
R Vol o bl ot ot
peogle from ther ims.
everybody is poins (o
4l i o coes b
our crowds are getting bigger
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every year; and we get more
compliments from our audience

Nybo describes the festi
comedy SLY[E as su:mLi:r w0
that of HI “Flight of the
Conchords™ (mlmls Uic adult

they will guide you to your
special purpose. I tell kids

1o keep an eye out for things
that interest ther, to have the
Courage to try new d
to stick with what makes them
o th pevpl arurd e
g

H:s 5pecla| purpose

i o fill his days
it the Fun things he v to
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pling of the Rhinestone
Roper's ricks

do on weekends, He warked
‘with a favorite horse, Lucky
Joe. He taught himsell more

ing
twirling guns.
Warld Champion Gun Spinner,
and was name

Western Performer of tie Year
by the Int
Throw:

ternational Knife
s Hall of Fame in

Aus Texas.

His fct includes cowboy
songs, lawyer jokes, throwing
Knives, trick shooting,
cracking a ?‘vu]lw ip lo carve
A paper target
A e e
tricks.

Thi

5 never go wrang
with his demonstrations, he
said. Where the act can vary
is when horses Lucky Joe.
(the star) and Handsome
Jack (in training, with limited
stage time) get madat kim,
because they didn't get enough
laytime.

usually ride them every

day, but when we've got three

shows a day, like in Jows,
Mink

Jeave Mink
waiting for them to oo
atrick, such as shoving him
from 1»ehmu when his back
is turned, or will repeat a
favrite trick rather than

Tt setunlly makes the
show en things o
rong, Mink s

But the hor Beﬁ BI‘C sta
lome, at the request oF the
Davis Arts Couneil. So any
spontanesus humor will
have to come from human
volunteers,

“People can have some
funny reactions when they
learn how close the bul

o call Bimselr the
Rmnmum Roper because he's
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content). Films “Galaxy Quest”
and “Time Bandits” also give
off the same type of humar
“signal,” he sid (To checl out
Gangrene films from previous
years, use Comeast cable’s On
Demand feature.)

THE SCHEDULE

1" “The Roomimal

Jolto i about a Maxican man who looks like a bean, Thenm is screening atthe Gangren Fim Fesival.
e otvis oo ol s P By

A Kok and "Nemesis”

' Bring a coat, stay late

The festival started a decade:

ago with a screening for 20t
30 friends gathered in a ficld,
and grew from there, Nybo

said. Last year's andience

for the singleight, outdoor
alicring wascbout 800 people.
neral au

sessm\. suitable I'm all family
13, is berter attended

than'the late session, which

is appropriate for age 13 and

older. Besides the P(‘ 13 l}uc

content and the Later

oo Camiméc mighis oan gt

ly. 1f you're staying for

the second session, bring a

Jacket or blanket, advised

Charlene Nelson, former

exccutive director of the

Davis Arts Council, now awner

of Conscious Living, n e

coaching business.

“It can get cold, but I've seen
people siting there, wrapped
in blankets, l.mclmu, anyaye
Nelson said. “The d has
beenreallysuconsstol. Craig
and the whol Gangrene groun
are very talented, o
people Llove sccing them in
action

Nelson sad she welcomed
the festival years ago because
it vass had {0 book anything
but musical sets for the
amphitheater.

“1¥e wanted to promote other
aspeets of the arts, and we
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David C. Thempson, Culver Cily,
Ala, Mr, Smith vill 8o amyhing to
e love, A stranger oors 1o
fos @ price. The cost s his
soul, which Mr. Smith is hapoy 1o
give IFit means finding a soulmatz.
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tired of hm'g Hirom e e, . andrand Pat b Ocn,
not the same wheir plan for

person lnt‘.yveknorm e [ perieclweekgnd road trip, &
solong. He's Cuban 4 s, minites.

¢ Th Water Al by Ko “Tu Pirata Say Yo" by Guller
T.Wison, Los Angelzs. Acomedy  mio Alsjandio Vazouez, Puort
shoia & S R toen schermes

he |swntsﬂlmwv.my o doan.4
s
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‘whio bar putiaricaldad tiss
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ry and Craig dplay, 5 mi
oo Caen S v, Shight by D Bass,

parked har car. However, losing her
cnly the begu\mng

2 piowes 15 be Goly
of an unusual journey. 9 miniltes.

« “Nemesis;” by Stian Halstad,
Bargen, Nonway, Al his e, Ame
has dreamad of
He decides 0 pus

sp awanied
foran achanans. nofing ha il

being & sUperherd:

br Kunal Saekir Lo Angulos An

unheppy king
for happiness afler a maniacal
V.\?ﬂrd\ells him one

embarks on a quest

cay. Mexioo Gily. Joits 15 a young
Mezdcen man whose bedy m
fesls 2 2 giant bean. ‘Frae JoT"

a happy man's pans will

minue:
i Erashing the Grash,’
fand, Fia,

guazannee him eternel pleasure. 30

pursues
searchi '\g for e oPpoTUAics in
America, [aving befing not enly
his iy Bt aeo ol ek, sk
Castil sufers an idenfity crisi

te session, at {0:30 pm.
(mmslm,wwu be PG-18, i
ed)

‘Punch Drunk;’ by Benja-
min Kent, Londen. Mr. Punch was.

A d‘ﬂrehgre;imrv.\h ot

adance,
gnashing, dona mosty it the:
faeth,in a small Florida town, He
s dotermined to make gnashing
the next big sirge sensation. 10
minutes,

her e i lempta-
Lmsn the American dream. 10

" inehat o Beroh
Devit, Los Angeles. A men goes
16 the beach for & relasing plonic
lunch with some cveranthusiastic
sea gulls. 4 minutes.
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in the community,” she said.

The festival has been a goo
it for viewers' sensibilities.
ey Are very awarc of
their community,” Nelson

id, of the (‘ﬂngrﬂnegﬂng
“They keep it family-oricnted
ca mm e evening, then get

d edgier for the late
sessions, andthey advorti
that fact s0 people know what
hey are getting. They keep
within the botin !

As with any fes
filmmalers' smns, axpsrl\,r\oc
and [ sy

see th
dnfferenoehcuuenrlmq .Aml
itm

loved to be 2 conduit for talent
i

are actually coming in. The
festival secms to be growing
in popularity wi
And we usually put in the
Intest work from Gangrene
Productions, to represent
ourselves.

“But other than us, there's
only ene local filmn this year,

d

vo. That actually
saddens me. We like to give
Incal films a fair shuke, but

we didn't get films fro
of our usual submitters this
vear:

There's also one Ogden
nik: Festival organtzor Mike

Terrell, of Layton, made 4
Day Weekend” with the help
und Ogden resident Pal

& than the lackof i
films, and Lucky Joe's unlucky
breal, the festival looks strong
e Nybo said,

Ilumml ones more,” Netmn

International enirants

Nybo said the festival is
more international than ever,
“It's a cool mixture of films

R

Rico, one from England, &
couple from Canads, one
from the Netherlands,” he
ome of these directors

.

said.

this year, with one From Puerw

L 0 lov
e Rhil ucswnc Rnp"r," he S

musiotan st yea
uld be manualist
Gerry hillips, who saveczed
hit palms ta
famous songs in i
fashion.

“YouTub:
many af aur ceeent
Hybo said, with a laugh. “You
can find anything on YouTube.

here we find

ilmmalsers,

some.
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real cowboy, Mink said.

maore of a showman than a

about leaving his law career
behind

“My old friends are happy
rmer

for me," he said, or is fon
assosiaes ‘A lot ol lawyers

1o it and realized they
e us.eu but they got all
that education, andtheyare

and flashy, but they're not

and fash.”

af

glittery
practical use. Fancy roping

isn't something you can use to
wark on a ranch. I¢'s all glitz

Career case closed

said he has no regrets

Tor ot et e P e
law s their specisl purpose.
But when laryers become
teachers or judges, jts
because they don
rwpers. Ny o tiends el
me they are thrilled 1 found
saimething 5o Joyful to do.”
And when you're a top

showman, the pay isn’'t bad.
either.

“The economy is dosn
this year, but most years Pve.
earned about three times
what T made a5 a lawyer,
Mink said.

“t's & hiard life, and hal
on the gal ife,” .ﬁaid
Mink, aivorced this winter
“You spend all your time on
theoad, but 1 love it. The:
cowboy thing was always
part of me, and Pve always
wanted to be a showman and
spend time with my horses. 1
woulda't want to lve my life.
any other 5

t
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watching *Islg guys toss
Togzs down the feld”
Kitchen piping

Festival entertainment
includes Citrine,a 12-woman
Trizh-influenced v
group from Salt LukL‘ City;,
performing at 1 p.n, and 3

Bt geou, tuking e stage
at 3 pm. and 7 pm.
Taods and cralt bosthe will olso

B, and Leaping Lulu, a Logan

be featured,
One attraction at the event
is “kitchen piping,” which
says isa less Formal
style of bagpiping that allows
pestormers 1o play any song,
not just the Scottish or Trish
classics. [t the kind of tunes
pipers might play just sitting
around the kitchen.
“Nine neh Nails — who
kaesz cnmmmzsm.
¥'re going to kind
S let their pzpll\u e down
and just go lor it.
“This year's event offers
dance demonstrations, but
ot years eival wil nclude
denez competitions, sa

Crane, who plans to teach
Highland dancing nmnau' once
she gets seitled in
Although her daucmg
mplishments include
mastering the challen
sword dance, where adancer
steps around swords placed on
the ground, Crie sys Scollish.
dancing has also taught hera,
ot about everyday lfe.
“Because of di

set high expectations for
mysels,” the USU student

sy “Because of dance, [ was
always pushing raysel? to.do
the best 1 could, so1 learned
through dince la et {he most
ot af mysell”




